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POST-MSW PROFESSIONAL
EDUCATOR LICENSE:
SCHOOL SOCIAL WORKER
ENDORSEMENT

As of Fall 2026, this program is no longer accepting applicants.

This program is for graduates with a MSW degree from an accredited
School of Social Work that are seeking to obtain a Professional Educator
License (PEL) with a School Social Work endorsement.

Pre-requisites
+ Master's degree in Social Work from an accredited program

+ Please review the substitution rules as outlined in the section
entitled applying for full admission to an Illinois Educator Preparation
Program from ISBE at:

+ Illinois State Board of Education (https://www.isbe.net/Pages/
Educator-Licensure-Testing-Info.aspx)

+ Schools PEL Information (https://catalog.luc.edu/
graduate-professional/social-work/professional-educator-
license-school-social-worker-endorsement-certificate/
Procedures_for_Receiving_Your_License.pdf)

Related Programs

Master's
+ Social Work (MSW) (https://catalog.luc.edu/graduate-professional/
social-work/mswy/)
+ Social Work Online (MSW) (https://catalog.luc.edu/graduate-
professional/social-work/social-work-online-msw/)

Certificate

+ Post-MSW Certified Alcohol and other Drugs Counselor Training
Program (CADC) Certificate (https://catalog.luc.edu/graduate-
professional/social-work/certified-alcohol-drug-counselors-
certificate/)

Curriculum

Program Requirements

Successful completion of 13 credits (3 required classes and one
externship with a concurrent Integrative Seminar). Classes may be
completed online or in the classroom. Student must receive a grade of "C"
or better in each class.

Code Title Hours
SOWK 609A School Social Work Policy and Practice | 3
SOWK 609B School Social Work Policy and Practice Il 3
CIEP 401 The Exceptional Child 3
Externship Requirements

SWII 640 0
SWII 640S

SWII 641

SWII 641S

Total Hours 11

+ Pass the ISBE Content Exam for School Social Work (ISBE #238)
prior to eligibility for the PEL. Submit verification to Amy Greenberg
at agreenberg2@Iluc.edu. All content exams are administered only in
computer-based testing (CBT) format, external to Loyola.

Externship Requirements

+ Externships must be completed in a traditional Illinois public school
(non-charter, non-therapeutic and/or non-alternative) for a full
academic year aligned with the district's calendar (August to June)
for a minimum of two or three days per week.

+ Students apply to their externship through the SONIA database and
then sign up for a placement interview to receive referrals from the
PEL team.

Suggested Sequence of Courses

Course Title Hours
Year 1
Summer
CIEP 401 The Exceptional Child (This course may 3
also be taken in fall or spring.)
Hours 3
Fall
SOWK 609A School Social Work Policy and Practice |
SWII 640
SWII 640S
Hours 3
Spring
SOWK 609B School Social Work Policy and Practice Il
SWII 641
SWII 641S
Hours
Total Hours

Graduate & Professional Standards and
Regulations

Students in graduate and professional programs can find their Academic
Policies in Graduate and Professional Academic Standards and
Regulations (https://catalog.luc.edu/academic-standards-regulations/
graduate-professional/) under their school. Any additional University
Policies supersede school policies.

Learning Outcomes

Conduct comprehensive and culturally responsive student
assessments

+ Provide direct and indirect services to students
+ Demonstrate leadership and supervision skills in school settings

+ Design, implement, and evaluate school social work programs and
services

+ Engage in community organizing and policy practice for social justice

+ Integrate social work values and ethics in complex and challenging
situations
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